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D1 +h it SO ¢ here Report from Isaac Yudovich on the selection of Chicon 7 cosmonaut/astronaut crew
dowt for the eyes only of Fearless Leader.
it is!

The mission controllers of the Chicon 7 have been very vocal about the crew for their new Mercury mission, neglecting all at-
tempts at security or confidentiality. This makes it much easier for the mother country to acquire the informationissahis m

It is noted that if we were running such a mission (which we well might be), our security would be much tighter andedgtails f
available about this Chicon 7 would only be released after a successful mission.

Despite the typical looseness of Amerikan security which made the names of the astronauts readily availadébitavaoy

cared to listen, | have, at great risk to life and limb, managed to learn a little more about the crew of Chicon 7. WWhaek tage

the motherl and, I owi || share the stavrey 0o0ofi nhowdlerhdie- tgat éda
low.

The first of the six astronautsligikhail Resnikov. According to our research, he has been traveling to other worlds for more
than fifty years. He is well known for opening up Walpurgis Ill, the planet of evil, has spent many years exploringjtindi-mul
nous worlds of the Inner Frontier, and frequenting the space stations Kirinyaga and Velvet Comet. A top secret briefing about
Resnikov appears attached to this report.

Joining Resnikov iRowenaMorrillovna . She issues her reports in visual medium and has created illustrations for the reports
filed by many other astronauts, including L&6Engle, McCaff

Jane Frankayamaintains an enormous archive of images depicting the exploration of other worlds by such artists as Hannes
Bok, Chesley Bonestell, Bob Eggleton, Boris Vallejo, and more. In addition, she has written the definitive biograpbital dict
ary of fantasy and science fiction artists as well as monographs on pioneers such as Powers and Berkey.

Peggy Rae Sapienskgerved as chairman of the committee that ran the 1998 mission. She has been publishing mission reports
in such places as ETWAS since 1960. Over the years, she has been involved with more missions than con-easitgtheAe
second generation mission specialist, her father helped manufacture the first generation of rockets at the Philadeiphia Rocke
Works in 1953.

Story Musgrav has flown into space on six previous missions dating back to the first space walk on Qledfiestigermission.

He is the only person to have flown missions on all of the American space shuttles. Because of this, we expect hinalih be a we
of knowledge and allow us to leapfrog technologically and launch a new gen-

eration of spacecraft.
doviry diguised

asa
Nike knock-off

John Scalziukwill ensure the rest of the astronauts perform their jobs acci
ingly, acting as the Flight Director for Chicon 7. He has provided the offic
record of the colony on Roanoke and compiled a chronicle of the devasta
North America and the resultant move to a more environmentally sound €
tence.

Siberia
fashion to
keep toasty
warm at
frigid Cape
Canaveral

The Chicon 7 mission is to create a self contained community \idiicalo

where all sorts of goods and services can be bought, sold, and bartered.

tina where the mission crew and support can arrange to have refreshmen
conversations (we understand that the only druids that will be permitted e |,
are the handheld variety), a galleria to display the works of astronaut Morri \\\\
ovna and others, as well as the collection and those represented by astro \

Frankaya. \

)
\_ /)/
At this ti me, my research is stil WA %ezon ryin

leads about what the mission planners intend to have happen during Chicon ¢

although there are tantalizing clues. | hope to be able to discover more for you in the coming months without havithg to face
dreaded Italian beefiet (although | may have to learn the difference between what they call thin crust, deep dish, anieh stuffed

my efforts, apparently three very different styles of the same food). | hope to report on this Chicon 7, and includérdtailed
ings on the other astronauts, more in the future if the A

Clearly Chicon 7 has put together a disparate group to complete their mission. It remains to be seen the successes they will
achieve.

Chicon 'k 2012 2 PROGRESREPORDNE



the 70 th World Science Fiction Convention

CHICON 7

August 30 E September 3, 2012
Chicago, lllinois

Author Guest of Honor
MIKE RESNICK

Fan Guest of Honor
PEGGY RAE SAPIENZA

Artist Guest of Honor
ROWENA MORRILL

Agent Guest of Honor
JANE FRANK

Astronaut Guest of Honor
STORY MUSGRAVE

Toastmaster
JOHN SCALZI
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Letter from the
hicon chairman

Dave McCarty

Wedre just under 18 months out from the | aunch of Chico
time you read this it willbe evenlégs@« nd we candét wait wuntil it hits zero!

| want to start by thanking everyone who made this mission possible. First and foremost, our gracious donors whose sup-
port was vital to our campaign to bring this mission home to Chicago. It was a pleasure to meet and talk with so nfeamy great
during the campaign. | want to also give my deepest thanks to the voters for honoring us with the opportunity to Host the 70
World Science Fiction Convention.

Finally, | want to thank our prlaunch team whose tireless work over the last six years made all this possible. | have lost

count as to how many tables webve sat at, parties wedve t
blood (stupid paper cutsé), sweat, and tears into it, and
Now, the fAreal worko begins! Our ground crew is alread

with fun, excitement, community and hopefully more than a few happy surprises. We have some incredibly talented and creative
people, and the ideas they are coming up with will amaze you!

Wedre always |l ooking for a few more folks with enthusi a
| invite you to visit our website and read up on how to get connected as a volunteer. We need volunteers for smgblshs, big
and everything in between. We are focused on our committee, staff, and volunteers having a good time putting togesther the mi
sion, and hope that you will join us.

Once itds all said and done, we believe weol |l al |l be ab
With our outstanding Mission CréwMike Resnick, Rowena Morrill, Story Musgrave, Jane Frank, and Peggy Rae Sapi-
enza, plus our Flight Director John Scadlave bel i eve wedbve assembled a team for t

We welcome all of you to join us in celebrating our community, the year in Science Fiction and Fantasy, and this fine team.
We look forward to you joining us at our Launch Facility for the five days of our Mission.
And the countdown clock rolls oné

Chicon 7 is coming to a convention near you!

Over the next several months, members of the Chicon $FContario / Canvention Nov 48 (Toronto, Canada)
team will be at various conventions around the country. WeChicago Tardis Nov 227 (Chicago, IL)
hope you will stop by our tos@ohNov 252/ (Los Amgelesy@A) what wedre pl
and perhaps volunteer to get involved.
We are planning to have a fan table at the following con-  Obviouslywe would love it if you wanted to join us and
ventions (subject to change): help out at our fan tables. If you are interested in doing so, drop
. us a lineatambassador@chicon.orgndlet us know which
um’ggiczsrﬁ‘gglzz 412(§f/|i(r1sr1e:atlg%li\s{\,ml\2N) conventions you will be attending and are able to help us.

it! O %
Eastercon April 2225 (Birmingham, England) e WA Os TWat e uyEEe Y we

Penguicon April 2avlay 1 (Troy, M) convention? And we should | be t
L] | 1
Demicon April 29May 1 (Des Moines, IA) solve that problem! Volunteer to be a Chicon 7 Ambassador

. Ambassadors can help in several ways
g’ﬁﬁix'égEtxﬁ\lﬂiglgééﬂ(%n;%fé) IL) We 6skend you a-shirt or ball cap that you can wear
Balticon May 2730y(BaItimore I\%D') around your local convention, plus flyers and other giveaways.
ConQuest May 229 (Kansas City, MO) Just spend some time at your convention walking around, giving

people information, and talking up Chicon 7. Simple!
Marcon May 2729 (Columbus, OH) ) ; )
Wiscon May 2630 (Madison, WI) TakeChicon 7 flyers and other giveaways to local gam

) ing, comic, or book stores.
Duckon June 119 (Chicago, IL) . . -
Westercon July-# (San Jose, CA) Help us connect to your local school, university, or i

; . . brary.
ThinkGalacticon July S‘O (Chicago, IL) Bring Chicon 7 information to your local SF / F book club
Cyphan July 281 (Ch|c_ago, IL) or meet up.

I\R/lll;ile(():\(}:\'?\lglilj S&Wo(grg gg)ol\,l) I’I&)u ust 121 (Reno, NV) Youcan help spread the word about the awesome event
. U9 f that Chicon 7 will be! If you are interested, email us at

Dragon*Con Sept-5 (Atlanta, GAi Labor Day Weekend) ambassador@chicon.org

Archon Sept 3@ct 2 (St. Louis, MO) '

ConClave October-9 (Detroit, Ml)

Windycon Nov 1113 (Chicago, IL)

Midwest FurFest Nov 120 (Chicago, IL)

Seeyou around the world!
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Chicago and space
Steven H Silver

Chicago (or at least Chicagoland) is home to three ab
The Adler Planetarium was built in 1930 and is the oldest

planetarium in the Western Hemisphere. It has also under
gone an amagzing renovation since the last time Chicago

hosted the Worldcon. Further afield, on the campus of Tritbndom, our love of science fic
']-
ofof spacé and space explord

College in River Grove, is the Cernan Earth and Space Ce
ter, named for Chicagoan Eugene Cernan, the commandet
Apollo 17. In between is the Henry Crown Space Center, g
part of the Museum of Science and Industry.

At the Henry Crown Centef
examine a full size moelp of a lunar lander, see Borman,
Lovell, and Andersdéds Apollp
spaceship to orbit the moohn
cury capsule, and a variety of other space memorabilia ang
exhibits.

I f the Henry Crown
interest, wander down the hall to the rest of the Museum of
Science and Industry, housed in one of the few remaining
buildings from the World Columbian Exposition of 1893 (th¢
other one in Chicago is the Art Institute, just down the road
from the Hyatt Regency Chicago). In the museum, you ca
see a captured World War Il German submarine, silent film
actress Colleen Mooref6s in

17

50-
lutely fabulous space museums. The best known is the oldest.

Cent el .

Our | ogo
Dave McCarty and

Helen Montgomery

Freedom 7. Liberty Bel
7. Friendship 7. Aurora 7.
Sigma 7. Faith 7.

For many of us in fan-
tion is connected to our lovd

tion. The NASA Mercury missions of the early 1960s are, for
many, the purest representation of space exploration. Free-
dom yoothe dirbt Amehicanvirespaceh Eriendshid ihe fest t o
American in orbit. Faithd examining what it is like to
spénd cmare@than 24doufsinBpacef i r st manned
) , Sé&nsemtwond€l atiitgreallife nes whickhisreadlyr a 7
what science fiction is about for many fans.

In thinking
i s nglt | entoi@ § etabpugthe Shicog 7gogoy o u

iting for Chicon the Mercury missions
wailing 1o ICO immediately came to

to use! mnddall those 70
waiting for Chicon to
use'! We wanted to incorporate

convention and into our logo. Artist Rick Sternbach, who has
donalwoltk foreNA$Aa draciguslycagreet o designehe lodoo r e

mine, and explore various other aspects of science and tegh-for us. We think he did a bang job, and hope that you love

nology ranging from biology to computers.

the logo as much as we do.

LONDON IN 2014

London Docklands,

4-18 August 2014

A bld for the 72r= World Science Fictlon Conventlon

www.londonin20l4.org

Twitter: @LondonIn2ll4

Email: info@londonin20l4.org
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Renovatlon

1‘ -g
The 63" World Science Fiction Convention
Reno, NevadalUSA * Augusti7-21, 207

%5

Tim Powers - Boris Vallejo

Ellen Asher - Charles N. Brown'
{* In memorlom)

W Bill Willingham' - Tricky Pixie

Reno Convention Fandom, lnc. (RGFI) i an Orego n-based non-profit corporation. **WSFS"" Warld Sciance Fiction Conventions”
*Worldcon™ and “Hugo Award” are service marks of the World Science FictonSociety, an tnincorporated literary society.

Savage Land” by Boris Vallejo. © Copyright 2000 - info@renovationsforg * wenrenovationsforg
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Member Services
Leane VerhulstDivision Head

+4+N+%2 0] 3+<NWN

The Member Services Division is here to serve fans, from registration to volunteers, from info desk to op-
erations, from childcare to disability services. We will be providing details on all of these services over the
coming months on our website and in future progress reports. Please send anfog@dbicon.orgwith

any general questions, or you can send a messagg@xchicon.orgfor questions related to registering, to
volunteers@chicon.orgfor questions related to volunteering, odteabilityservices@chicon.orgor

guestions related to disability services.

Memberships

Individual memberships are available for Adults, Young Adults, and Children. We also sell Family mem-
berships which reduce the cost of attendance for families of two adults with two or more children or young
adults. In addition to these, we can place your purchase on an installment plan which will lock in the mem-
bership rate at the time you begin the installment plan.

The table below details the current membership rate. Note that these rates will expire on September 30,
2011. The base Family rate at this time is US $500.

Attending | Young Adult Child Kid-In-Tow | Supporting
(17-21 year) (0-16 years)
New Purchase US $175 US $100 Us $75 FREE UsS $50
Upgrade from Supporting ys $125 US $50 US $25 FREE N/A
Upgrade from Friend US $95 US $20 FREE FREE FREE

Types of Membership

Attending: An Attending membership includes all publications, as well as voting and attending rights. If
you voted in the 2012 Worldcon Site Selection election and you were a Friend of the Chicago in 2012
Worldcon bid, then you are automatically an Attending member of Chicon as a result of paying your voting
fee.

Supporting: A Supporting membership includes all of the rights and privileges of an attending membership
except the right to attend Chicon. You can always upgrade your membership from Supporting to Attending
by paying the difference between the fANew Suppol
the time of conversion. If you voted in the 2012 Worldcon Site Selection election, you are automatically a
Supporting member of Chicon as a result of paying your voting fee.

Young Adult: A Young Adult (YA) Attending membership is identical to an Attending membership but it
is only available to people aged 17 to 21 as of August 30, 2012. This class of membership carries the same
rights as an Attending membership (see above) including voting rights and receiving all convention publi-

Continued on page 8
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Me mber Services Chiefds Report continued

cations. Individuals in this age group can also be included in Family memberships (see below). YA mem-
berships can only be transferred to people who also meet the YA age criteria.

Children and Kids-in-Tow: Child memberships are available for all children aged 16 or under as of
August 30, 2012 and will include some hours of free professional childcare for children aged 12 or under.
(Child care provisions will not be finalized until much nearer to the convention, but all children in any con-
ventionprovided child care facility will need to be registered members of the convention.) Children aged 6
or under as of August 30, 2012 may alternatively be registered free of charge-as Kags Although

there is no charge, we encourage you to register youriki@isw as it helps us to understand the number

of young children who may be at the convention. Kid3ow memberships do not include child care.
Children and Kidgn-Tow memberships include admission to Chicon under the supervision of an adult, but
do not include publications or voting rights for the Hugo Awards or Worldcon Site Selection. Children and
Kids-in-Tow may have Attending memberships (and thus have publications and voting rights) instead of
Child or Kidsin-Tow memberships, but must still be supervised by an adult at all times.

Family Memberships: Family memberships can be purchased for 2 adults and any number of dependent
children aged 16 or under as of August 30, 2012. Children under 12 will receive the same number of hours
of free childcare as a separate child membership. The current price for a Family membership is US $500,
less any applicable voting/supporter discounts and this price is good until September 30, 2011. Young adul
family members, aged 17 to 21 as of August 30, 2012 may be included in a Family membership for the ad-
ditional cost of US $25 for each young adult.

Membership Installment Plan

The Chicon Installment Plan enables fans to spread the cost of an Attending membership over a number of
monthly or quarterly payments. Under the plan, you buy a Supporting membership first and then pay the fe
for conversion to Attending membership in a series of installments. The total charge for your Attending
Mmembership will be frozen at the time your application to join the plan is received and accepted. The
benefits of the plan are the leakof the rate (protecting you against future rate increases) and the opportu-
nity to spread your costs over an extended period. Minimum payment per installment is US $50 (US $100
for a Family membership). You can make your payments by credit card or by check (US$ only, please) sen
to our US office. Final payment must reach us no later than June 30, 2012. You can cancel your plan at an:
time and any payments apart from the initial supporting membership will be returned to you. Installment
plan memberships are not transferable until the full amount has been paid. If you fail to make the minimum
payment, the rate will be unlocked and you will need to pay the current membership rate. For more infor-
mation, see our web page or contact us-byad atreg@chicon.org.

Volunteers

Chicon needs you! Every single person who works on CBidoom the Chairman to the badge checker,

from the person who maintains the website to the person who created this publication, from the Masquerad
Director to the person handing out the programs for the Hugo Cerénemgyyone is a volunteer. Why do

we do it? Those of us who volunteer reap a reward that is not obvious to the casual attendee. We love con-
ventions, and want to create the best convention possible. By volunteering, you get to be part of that crea-
tive process. Would you like to join in? Send an emaibtanteers@chicon.orgf you are interested in
learning what you can do to help.
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Exhibits Hyatt Regency is ADA compliant, except for: a
restroom in the third floor West Tower function area as

JohnDonat well as theBuckinghanmroom (ust over 1,000 sq)ft
Yes, Chicon 7 will have exhibits! Lots of them. For smoking, as of January 1, 2008, all indoor
We wi | | have a deal er s aorkplacesand pGaliceplgceK(iadutlirgy barshaaesns,g r a -
ciously consented t o r un resthumntg @miate elubs éand casinoshard sdiekdnC h i ¢
Procedures for applying fCbhicagoaDudatethid laavithe Byatt Regenty Chxdpd has s f
be published shortly after Renovation, in August or Sepenly specially designated smoking rooms available.
tember. Before that, you can send queries aboutthedeal- The hot el i s next to Chic:
ers room talealers@chicon.org ltdéds a short walk to the Ch
Art show details will be formalized around the sam&inment, museums, and parks.
ti meline as the deal ersd room. Any inquiries before
should be sent tartshow@chicon.org. Programming

We are still doing our space plan, but we believe thggppie DuFault
dealer's room and art show will be in the same locations
theybébve been in for the pr &ea@hegnnityhoigetthepeopk and iddagin Hy a t

Regency. place for Chicon programming and the Programming

Ot her exhibits. Yo u b deam wouldNevé to leear ydurddedd/e aregvery excitdda v e
some exhibits that will fit the Chicon 7 theme, more to by some of the ideas and technologies we are forming up
come as things come together. to work with at Chicon.Especially exciting will be our

If you have any general exhibits inquiries, you can collaboration with Dragon*Con, which happens to be on
reach us agxhibits@chicon.org. the same weekend in 201%/e have plans in the works

L to do some simultaneous paneling with professionals

Facilities from both conventions interacting through a sort of vir-
Bruce Farr tual meeting, both with live audiences in the rooms at

We 6 r e uHyattriRggencyhGhicagdor all of  their respective conventions.
our hotel rooms and function space. We have a block of  We hope to raise the energy and excitement of pro-
1,800 rooms available to members as well as all 228,0@Pamming back up to the levels found when it was
square feet of function space. This includes the Re- new. We want to enable you to be proud to be geek, to
gency, Crystal, and Plaza Ballrooms and the Riverside be a fan, to be a part of the lesanding traditions and
Exhibition Center. Overall there are 63 meetings roomshe new traditions as wellWe want to enchant and de-
We plan to fit the entire Worldcon under one roof! Thelight you at every turn, to keep you coming back for
Hyatt has hosted the Worldcon several times in the pagnore.
and is happy to work with us and is glad to see us back!  With this in mind now is a great time to give us

The sleeping rooms have recently been renovatedfeedback on what you want to see at Chicdfat are
and upgraded, including 3¥dnfavgileswhataewhndexciting tRingdawe weadt e s
are $145 plus tax for single through quad occupancy. yet done, how can we make it all new, fresh, and exciting
Reduced rates are available for suites, which will need &mgain? We are in process of setting up our web links so
be reserved through the committee for party areas. Théhat you can suggest programming ideas and let us know
hotel has 119 suites available. All room reservations tdf you are someone who would like to share their exper-
members will be through the hotel and will open intmidtise as apanelis?| ease dondét hesitat
January, 2012. at programming@chicon.org.

Hotel restaurants include the Bistro at 151, located
in the East Tower Atrium Lobby and 6 other bars and Hospitality

restaurants. Wedre wor I_('Aﬁ‘ngl'ou%ék extended hours and sy
cial breakfast buffet pricing. Connected to the hotel is

lllinois Center with 30+ fast food and sit down restau- Are you ready for the F.E.A.S.T? (Fans Eating All

rants. Sorts of Things).

Less than a block from the Hyatt is a grocery store Are you a fan of good taste? Do you know of that
with party supplies. Corkage is waived for suites and special dish you've got to introduce the Worldcon to? If

hotel rooms as well as t lym'reamenber ofafamgrabfe & predional clulb, 8 f ur
tions. We will have lowcost ice available to purchase fannish special interest group, or a convention, we'd love
on site as well. to have your group host a meal in the ConSuite at Chicon

Continued on page 18
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Mike Resnick, Mr. Wow!

Brenda Sutton

Mike Resnick was the natural Guest of Honor choice for fal had something very special
Chicago Worl dcon. A nat i v eould omime them for many mdreondedningfui gtori¢s,owhich h
earned more awards for short fiction than any other afithorwas not | mmedi ately <clear to n
ever . From 1989 to 2010, ISF hfiassnsotyihleac epde r diokhea | Rd aarvioc k G <
name on the Hugo nomination ballot a whopping 20 times, ahdo st t he Hugo to ATravels With
theydve sent him home wit h rebdues @ nakdd marhshigedng sihis enewy backyard who s
Obviously, we love his stories. There a@many great Res- ¢l ai ms to be John Carter of Ma
nick stories, and fortunately for us, they keep on pouring outn 19 6 2, through the Burrough:e
from this most prolific of writers. was glad to repay the favor. More to the point, | am deeply in

love with my wife, and | have a feeling that my behavior, if
Heds taught wus the fabl es oshe dieshfiest, iould/be ksustrapge,cap foatish, andak nollegas p
Africa into outer space with hiKirinyaga story cycle, and t he narrator ds. 0
returning us to Earth to

chart humanityos extinc- Whenever | get the chance,
tion in his Seven Views of there are two things | ask
Olduvai Gorge We 6 v e great writers. First, whose
learned much from Etharn writing makes them sit up and
Owendés regret and Pricilla take notice. Mi |
Wal |l aceds passion in Res- favorites in the field are C. L.
nickés #ATravels With My Moore, Bob Sheckley, Alfie
Cats, 0 and ebve stal ked Bester, Jim White, Barry
the streets of alternate Malzberg, George Effinger,
Manhattan alongside hig Ol af Stapledon, f
private eye, John Justirn ful of ot her s. T
Mallory. top of my list not only be-

cause they are brilliant writ-
It h laeenn &l tspace- ers, but because they are bril-
ships and aliens, though. liant in ways or areas that |
Before writing science am not. o For the
fiction, Mike labored his favorites out of the field
anonymously in  the are Robert Ludlum, Damon
Aadul to writfling field for a Runyon, Edward Whittemore,
dozen years writing ove Raymond Chandler, Nikos
200 novel s. AYou may Kazantzakis, Jim Ellroy, and a
view my postl980 ca- handful of others.
reer, 0 he salys, flas a public
penance for my pr&980 And | ask them to share the
career. By the time | best and worst advice they
started writing serious ever received on writing and
science fiction, | pretty publishing. Take notes: for
much had my own styl Mike Resnick, the best advice
and outlook. | suppose if was Anever do ar

any single writer had an influence on me it was Bob Shecklayork for him. Which is to say, never decide not to send a story
both for his accessibility, and for the fact that he was able ¢o a book to a certain editor because you think, based on what

sel | al |l the humor he coul d&y owrdivtee .glle aln@vde oHu nhoirs, taansdt el,6 vi

well over 100 funny stories and a few funny novels, whichwo n 6 t , hinbruetj elcett i t; donét you d

probably woul dnét have attempsée® Bl amntchyguwranst oyy wi 6o wa

Bobds example. 0 ltds hard enough to writyua go
want . 0

When asked which of his stories means the most to him and

why, Mi ke mentions two. HiYes, Isetisoar cgnsuinfmater prol SF Writev, dut if you ash kird, t

Skydo received nominati ons fMike Resnickiil glbyoudhatde stillednsidera hinselfa fart. h e r
won awards in other countries. That was when he finally knewh a t drew him and his wife Ca
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